

















THE 


WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 





For MONDAY, June 3, 1805. 





On the FASCINATION of SERPENTS. 
[From the Encyclopedia Londinenfis, Vol. VII.] 


HE power of fa/cination has in all ages been attributed to 
many f{pecies of the ferpent tribe, but in a moft eminent 
degree to the crotalus or rattle-fuake. Benjamin Smith Barton, 
M. D. profeffor of natural hiftory in the univerfity of Pennfyl- 
vania, is, perhaps, the firft author who can claim the honour of 
endeavouring to deteét and remove the error. Numerous have 
been the writers in fupport of this bewitching faculty in {nakes, 
and fingular and curious are many of the inftances which they 
have recorded of it; but all thefe appear now to be caufes, de- 
tived from a very different, and much more natural effeét. 
The manner in which this /uppofed fafcinating power is ufually 
exerted, is thus colleéted, from different ftatements, by Dr. Bar 
ton : 

“ The fnake, whatever its {pecies may be, lying at the bottom 
of the tree or bufh upon which a bird or fquirrel fits, fixes its 
eyes upon the animal it defigns to fafcinate or enchant. No 
fooner is this done, than the unhappy animal (I ufe for the pre- 
fent the language of thofe who differ from me in opinion, on this 
fubjeé&,) is unable to make its efcape. It now begins to utter a 
moft piteous cry, which is well known by thofe who hear it, 
and underftand the whole machinery of the bufinefs, to be the 
cry of a creature enchanted. If it isa fquirrel, it runs up the 
tree for a fhort diflance, comes down again, then runs up, and 
lallly, comes lower down. ‘ On that occafion,’ fays an honeft 
but credulous writer, profeffor Peter Kalm, * it has been ob- 
ferved, that the {quirrel always goes down more than it goes up. 
The fnake fill continues at the root of the tree, with its eyes 
Vol. 45. 3S fixeg 




















422 THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 


fixed on the fquirrel, with which its attention is fo entirely taken 
up, that a perfon accidentaily approaching, may make a confi. 
derable noife, without the fnake’s fo much as turning about. 
The f{quirre!, as before-mentioned, comes always lower, and at 
Jaft leaps down to the {nake, whofe mouth is already wide open 
for its reception. The poor little animal then, with a piteous 
cry, runs into the f{nake’s jaws, and is fwallowed at once, if 
it be not too big; but if its fize will not allow it to be fwal. 
lowed at once, the {nake licks*it feveral times with its tongue, 
and {moothens it, and by that means makes it fit for {wallowing !” 

It would be eafy to cite, from different authors, other accounts 

of the manner in which the enchantment is performed; or, 
more properly fpeaking, of the conduét, or behaviour, of the 
enchanting and enchanted animals. But between thefe ac. 
ceunts, there is hardly a fpecific difference. There is confide. 
rable unity in all the relations that we have heard, or read. 
However, thofe who wifh to examine this part of the fubjeé 
more fully, will, at lealt, receive fome degree of entertainment 
from the perufal of the many authors who have believed and 
afllerted, that ferpents poffefs a power of attraéting and of fafci- 
nating other animals. Vaillant, in his African travels, even 
mentions the circumnflance of a Dutch captain, at the Cape, who 
declared he had been partly attra&ted to, and fafcinated by, an 
enormous ferpent in the tfland of Ceylon: but the ftory is too 
ridiculous to merita ferious inveftigation. Fear and fancy, when 
mutually fupporting each other, become the parents of fuperfti- 
tion, and often give a falfe colouring to the moft fimple forms 
and operations of nature. 

“It is certain that in the mythology of Afia and of Africa 
we difcover fome traces of this notion, fo intimately connefted 
with the fuperftitious credulity of the people, and even fo natu- 
rally arifing out of an imperfett view of the manners of fer- 
pents. If wemay believe the Rev. Dr. Cotton Mather, Mr. 
Dudley, and other perfons, who had refided in North America, 
we are to look for the beginning of this ridiculous notion among 
the Indians. How far, however, this is really the cafe, may, I 
think, be doubted, It is certain, that at prefent, the opinion is 
by no means univerfal among the Indians. Several intelligent 
gentlemen, who are well acquainted with the manners, with the 
religious opinions, and with the innumerable fuperftitious pre- 
judices of the Indians, have informed me, that they do not think 
thefe people believe in the notion in queftion. Mr. John 
Heckewelder writes, that he does not recolleét to have heard the 
Indians fay that fnakes charm birds; though he has frequenily 
heard them [peak af the ingenuity of thefe reptiles in catching 
birds, fquirrels, &c. Mr. William Bartram fays, in the Philofo- 
phical Tranfaétions, that he never underftood that the nations of 
Indians ameng whom he travelled, had any idea of the fafcinating 
power 
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power of fnakes. On the other hand, however, a Mohegan. 
Indian told me, that the Indians are of opinion that the rattle. 
fnake can charm, or bewitch, {quirrels and birds, and that it does 
this with its rattle, which it fhakes, thereby invizing the animals to 
defcend from the trees, after which they are eafily caught. Ac- 
cording to this Indian, his countrymen do not think that the 
{nake, in any manner, accomplifhes the bufinefs with its eyes. 
A Choktah-Indian affured me that the rattle-{nake does charm 
birds, &e. but he was honeft enough to confefs that he did not 
know in what manner it was done. The interpreter, through 
whom I converfed with this Indian, faid that the fnake charms 
by means of its rattle.”” See Crotalus, vol. v. p. 392. 

Profeffor Blumenbach, of Gottingen, inthe “‘ Magazin der 
Naturkunde,” 1798, has fuppofed that the noife of the rattles 
caufes animals (whether impelled by a kind of curiofity, mifun- 
derftanding, or dreadful fear) to follow it, as it were of their own 
accord. This notion was propagated by Dr. Mead about fixty 
years ago; and feems to have been colleéted from the writings 
of the earlier naturalifts. Upon this Dr. Barton proceeds to 
fay: “ The refult of not a little attention to the fubje& has 
taught me, that there is but one wonder in the bufinefs ;—the 
wonder that the ftory fhould ever have been believed by men of 
underflanding and of obfervation. Fafcination, we are in- 
formed, is almoft entirely limited to birds that build low, and, 
“ in almoft every inflance, I found that the fuppofed fafcinating 
faculty of the ferpent was exerted upon the birds at the parti- 
cular feafon of their laying their eggs, of their hatching, or of 
their rearing their young, ftill tender, and defencelefs. I now 
began to fulpeét, that the cries and fears of birds fuppofed to be 
fafcinated, originated in an endeavour to prote& their neft, or 
their young. My inquiries have convinced me that this is the 
cafe. ‘Though the rattle-{fnake does not climb up trees, yet the 
black-fnake, and fome other f{pecies of the genus coluber, do. 
See the article Coluber, vol. iv. p. 784; and Anguis, vol. i. 
p. 711, where the fa/cinating {pecies, or thofe fnakes, which 
prey upon birds, are particularly fet forth. When impelled by 
hunger, and incapable of fatisfying it by the capture of animals 
on the ground, they begin to glide up trees or bufhes, upon which 
abird has its neft. The bird is not ignorant of the ferpent’s ob- 
je&t. She leaves her nefl, whether it contains eggs or young 
ones, and endeavours to oppofe the reptile’s progrefs. In doing 
this, fhe is a€tuated by the ftrength of her inftin€tive attachment 
toher eggs, or of affe€tion to her young. Her cry is melan. 
choly, her motions are tremulous. She expofes herfelf to the 
moft imminent danger. Sometimes fhe approaches fo near the 
reptile, that he feizes ber as his prey. But this is far from be- 
Ing univerfally the cafe. Often fhe compels the ferpent to 
leave the tree, and then returns to her neft. Horace, though 
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he has not, like his contemporary, Virgil, given any great proofs 
of his knowledge in natural hiftory, appears to have known, 
full well, the anxiety of birds for the prefervation of their 
young: : 


Ut affidens implumibus pullis avis 
Serpentium allapfus timet, Epod. i. .19. 


Thus, if the mother-bird forfake 
Her unfledg’d young, fhe dreads the gliding fnake. 


** The author of thefe two fine lines, had he lived in Ame- 
rica, the land of fafcination, would, I am inclined to think, have 
difbelieved the whole ftory. They would have been a clue to 
light and truth on this fubjeft. Indeed, every fport{man inour 
own country knows, that at the commencement of the fhooting 
feafon, the old birds will conftantly expofe themfelves to danger, 
trailing on the ground, flying extremely fhort and low, and ma- 
king a diftrefsful thrieking noife, in order to call off the atten- 
tion of the fowler, that the young and inexperienced covey might 
have a better chance to efcape. 

** It isa well-known faé, that among fome fpecies of birds, 
the female, at a certain period, is accuftomed to compel the young 
ones to leave the neft; that is, when the young have acquired fo 
much firength that they are no longer entitled to a// her care. 
But they fill claim fome of her care. Their flights are awkward, 
and foon broken by fatigue. They fall tothe ground, where, in 
America, they are frequently expofed to the attacks of the fer- 
pent, which attempts to devour them. In this fituation, the mo- 
ther will place herfelf upon the branch of a tree or bufh, in the 
vicinity of the ferpent. She will dart upon the ferpent in order 
to prevent the deftru€tion of her young; but fear, the inftiné 
of felf.prefervation, will compel her to retire. She leaves the 
ferpent, however, but for a fhort time,and then returns again. 
Oftentimes fhe prevents the deftru€tion of her young, attacking 
the fnake with her wing, her beak,or her claws. Should the 
reptile fucceed in capturing the young, the mother is expofed 
to lefs danger. For, whilft engaged in {wallowing them, he has 
neither inclination nor power to feize upon the old one. But 
the appetite of the ferpent-tribe is great: the capacity of their 
flomachs is not lefs fo. The danger of the mother is at hand, 
when the young are devoured. The {nake feizes upon her : and 
this is the cataftrophe which crowns the tale of fafcination, 
whether of the bird, or the {quirrel! ; 

** Some years fince, the ingenious Mr. Rittenhoufe was in- 
duced to fuppofe, from the peculiar melancholy cry of a red- 
winged-maize-thief, (orzo/us phaniceus, Linn.) that a {nake was 
at no great diftance from it, and that the bird was in saa He 
threw 
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threw a ftone at the place from which the cry proceeded, which 
had the effe&t of driving the birdaway. The poor animal, how- 
ever, immediately returned to the fame [pot. Mr. Rittenhoufe 
now went to the place where the bird alighted, and to his great 
altonifhment he found it perched upon the back of a large black 
{nake, which it was pecking with its beak. At this very time 
the ferpent was in the a& of fwallowing a young bird,and from 
the enlarged fize of the reptile’s belly it was evident that it had 
already {wallowed two or three other young birds. After the 
{nake was killed, the old bird flew away. Mr. Rittenhoufe fays, 
that the cry and a€tions of this bird had been precifely fimilarto 
thofe of a bird which is faid to be under the fa/cinating influence 
of a ferpent; and I doubt not that this very inftance would, by 
many credulous perfons, have been adduced as a proof of the 
éxiftence of fuch a faculty. But what can be more evident than 
the general explanation of this cafe? The maize thief builds 
its neft in low bulhes, the bottoms of whichare the ufual haunts 
of the black fnake. The reptile found no difficulty in gliding 
up to the neft, trom which, moft probably, in the abfence of the 
mother, it had taken the young ones. Or it had feized the 
young ones, after they had been forced from the neft by the mo.. 
ther. In either cafe, the mother had come to prevent them from 
being devoured. 

** A black fnake fometimes finds great difficulty in obtaining 
his prey uponatree. In fupport of this affertion, I could ad- 
duce many faéts. I fhall content my felf, however, with relating 
only one inftance, which {trikingly illuflrates my pofition: A 
black fnake was feen climbing up atree, evidently with the view 
of procuring the young birds inthe neft of a Baltimore-bird. 
This bird fufpends its neft at the extremity of abranch. The 
branch to which the bird had affixed its neft, being very flen- 
der, the ferpent found it impoffible to come at the neft by 
crawling along it: he, therefore, took the advantage of another 
branch, which hung above the nelft, and twilling a {mall por- 
tion of his tail around it, he was enabled, by ftretching the 
remainder of his body, to reach the neft, into which he infinu- 
ated his head, and thus glutted his appetite with the young 
birds.” 

Upon the whole, there feems very little doubt but that Dr, 
Barton is corre&, as well as judicious, in his conclufions on this 
fubje&. If fo, the power of fafcination muft fall to the ground, 
as that of witchcraft has long fince dune; and of which delufive 
doftrine this feems a mere fragment. Indeed it would very ill 
accord with the benevolent plan of an all-wife and equal provi- 
dence, to beflow upon any one race of its creatures an exclufive 
power of drawing into inevitable deitruétion, another race, over 
which its bountiful prote€lion and care is manifefted in an extras 
ordinary degree; as flated under Ornithology, The truth, 
therefore, 
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therefore, feems to be, that this fhrieking and fluttering of the 
parent bird over the menacing pofition of the ferpent, are no 
more than the natural expreflions of anxiety in a moczher, for 
the care and fafety of her infant progeny. This view of fafci« 
nation agrees alfo much more juftly with the general inflin&s of 
the whole fix clafles of animals: for though they are fubjeAed, 
for the wifeft of purpofes, to prey on one another, yet this is 
done, not by witcheraft, but by wiles, and fnares, and cunning 


artifices, more or le{s obfervable in the economy of every diftin& 
race, for the fuftenance and fupport of life, even from the fmal. 
Jeft animalcule, to the royal tiger of Bengal; and is moft ftris 
kingly exemplified in the inftinéts and habits of the teftaceous 
and finny tribes. 





ey 


INSPECTOR, No. Ill. 


——Ever roving, ever fecking thee, 
Enchanting [pirit, dear variety ! 





The facred implement I now employ 
Might prove a mifchief, or at beft a toy ; 
A trifle, if it move but to amufe: 

But if to wrong the judgement and abufe, 
Worfe than a poniard in the bafeft hand, 
It flabs at once the morals of a land. 


ERHAPS the public will join with me in opinion, that I did 
well to requeft the correfpondence of fuch as incline to fa- 
vour me. Iam extremely glad that I did fo, becaufe it has oc- 
cafioned feveral Jetters, which I hope will afford my readers 
fome amufement; and not only .amufement, but inftrufion; 
for, as my motto expreffes, a}! an author’s labours ate in vain, 
uniefs he improves the heart, as well as amufes the fancy. I 
have, therefore, made a refolution, that it fhall be my peculiar 
care, in the courfe of my communications with the public, nei- 
ther to admit any thing, nor writé upon any fubjcét, that has 
the leafl tendency to encourage any kind of vice. And if my 
effays do not always contain inflru€tion, they fhall, however, be 
snnocent, 
1 have received fome verfes from my friend, but as they will 
occupy a whole In[pe€tor, I fhall in juflice to my correfpon- 
dents, infert the following letters. 


Mr. INSPECTOR, 
The benevolent fentiments contained in the beautiful defcrip. 
tions of Cowper, have of late inclined me to enter more feel- 
ingly into the diftrefles of my fellow creatures. My heart was 
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not fo hard before but that it pitied their fufferings, but fill 
I was not fometimes willing to let them intrude on my time 
and pleafure; nor could I liften with patience to the unpolifhed 
relations of theirtroubles. I now take a delight in being a par- 
taker of their griefs, and hearing a recital of the many diftrefles 
of their fituation. Thus I enjoy the fatisfaétion of [ympathizing 
with them, and feeing them pleafed with my attention, even 
though it be not in my power to afford them any affiftance. 
When I compare my own troubles with thofe of numbers around 
me, they appear fo few, and of fo little importance, that for a 
while I hufh my complaints, and am afhamed of my murmur- 
ing. 

By accuftoming ourfelves to confider our fituation with ree 
fpe& to thofe who have fewer enjoyments of -life, we fthould 
perceptibly leffen the weight of our affli€tions, and be inclined to 
be of more fervice to our fellow creatures. It is a common 
obfervation among the poor, that one half of the world does not 
know how the other lives. This I believe to be true. They 
know not what it is to feel the pangs of hunger, to be deprived 
of the comforts of warm clothing, and an exhilirating fire-fide. 
At the fame time, I do not fuppofe that they who poffefs thofe 
external comforts are free from caufes of grief; it is very pro- 
Bable they are ftill more miferable than the pooreft of their fpe- 
cies. I offer thefe obfervations as a means of their mutually en- 
creafing each other’s happinefs, for thofe who have the opportu. 
nity in their power, 


“ To learn the luxury of doing good.” 


My heart has often ached, when E-have refle&ed on the nume- 
rous calamities to which a great part of the females among the 
poor areexpoled. Though! do not poffefs fufficient knowledge 
to give a defcription of the horrors of a boufe which contains 
fuch miferable creatures, yet I have been witnefs of fcenes that 
convince me, it is the refort of the greatell wretchednefs and 
horror that can poffibly befal human nature; and that the 
wretches who refide in-it, are generally deferving of more pity 
than they ever experience. They are frequently alluredto fuch 
an abominable profeflion, by motives and temptations to which 
the rich are ftrangers. 

If you think this worth inferting, you are welcome to do it, 


and will oblige Your’s, &c. 
BENEVOLUS. 


To Roger Infpedor, Ef. 


Sir, 
In your firft paper, which you called a preface, you gave usa 


hope that your future ones would confit of the converfation of 
the 
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the club. As I have felt the fame inconveniences which you 
mention relating to converfation, I flattered myfelf that now a 
new road would be ftruck out, that we fhould be able to find fufs 
ficient fubjeéts to make it interefting, and that converfation would 
no longer be fo dull and infipid as it is. 

I am your fincere friend and well- wither, 


THOMAS GARRULOUS. 


I thal] anfwer my kind correfpondent with obferving, that I 
did not think a public detail of our converfation would be as 
agreeable as the fubflance of it reduced into a regular method. 
However, I will take fome opportunity of letting him fee the 
colloquial abilities of my friends, Ambrofe Mercatus, and Ar- 
thur Quickfilver. 


HonowureD Rocer, 


My joy was fo great when I firft nila the welcome news, 
that one of your family was ftill furviving, that I determined to 
write and acquaint you with it. But, my. prefent bufinefs is, 
to remind you that your learned anceftors, inftead of expreffing 
their mottos in the vulgar tongue, in a very myfterious manner 
wrappedthem up in Latin. Now, if your reafon for difcontinu- 
ing that praftice, be your ignorance of the language, I freely offer 
my fervices, and will engage to furnifh you with a motto in 
Latin, Greek, Hebrew, or even conceal it in impenetrable Chi- 
nefe. 

I remain, your’s, &c. 


ROBERT LINGU IST. 





Anecdotes of M. Necker and the Marquis de Pezay. 


HE Chevalier de Bonnard relates that one evening, Dorat, 
coming in Jate to go to bed, found his friend Pezay oc- 
cupied in ‘matters of adminiftration. “* What the d-—] are 
youabout? Are you mad?” faid Dorat. “ Take your violin, 
make a couplet, and leave this trafh to me.” ‘* My friend, 
anfwered Pezay, ‘* I wifh to be lieutenant-general and minifter 
at forty years of age, and I have no time to lofe.” 

He was in the high road to it, thanks to the intriguing [pirit 
of Madame de Caflini, and would have arrived there, if he had 
poflefled more fenfe, and had not been envied for his firft fuc- 
cefs. Pezay had atrached himfelf to the Count de Maillebois, 
from whom he gathered the military memoirs, publifhed under 
the title of Campagnes de Maillebois. 

At the advancement of Louis XVI. to the throne, he was 
very far from being in favour; he thought of addrefling to the 
king obfervations on the means of relieving the people, and 
9 fueceeded 
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fucceeded in fixing the attention of the prince time enough, to 
determine him to difmifs the Abbe Terray, The king for fome 
time did not anfwer his letters, and Pezay wrote to him one day 
that he was uneafy on account of his filence. M. de Mau« 
repas was informed of this corref{pondence, and received Pezay 
with diftin@tion. When de Sartine became minifter, he ale 
lowed him free accefs, and confulted him-on many occas 
fions. 

Pezay loved literature, and compofed fome light verfes. Be. 
ing reckoned a man of genius, he was admitted into the fociety 
of M. Necker, who fought to make friends for himfelf amongft 
the literary, whofe fuperiority in fociety he acknowledged. 
Madame Necker, a kind of learned lady, who had need of in- 
firugtion to fupport her charaéter, made his houfe a repertory of 
wit: fhe then made heavy differtations; but if fhe had neither 
grace nor lightnefs in her humour, fhe had much addrefs for in- 
trigue: fhe knew how to draw partizans to her hufband, by her 
oficioufnefs, by her exaggerated praifes, and by little a-propos 
fervices. Pezay confided to M. Necker the correfpondence he 
had with the king, and from this moment the cafh of the banker 
was at his fervice. ‘The horizon of his proje&ts became, day 
after day, more extenfive. The Count de Saint Germain, mi- 
nifter of war, having got into difgrace, could not remain long in 
place. Pezay thought to make the Prince de Montbarrey mi- 
nifter.of war, to familiarife the people to his elevation to the 
place of fecretary at war. Occupied with this projeét he did 
not lofe fight of M. Necker, who founded on him the hopes of 
his minifterial fortunes, and lavifhed on him the moft folid marks 
of gratitude. 

M. Necker, having applied himfelf tothe ftudy of the fy tem 
of finance, compofed treatifes adapted to [educe the king and his 
prime minifler, by the profpe& of greater refources, and Pezay 
took on himfelf to lay them before the king, with a private 
letter, in which he recommended the author of the treatifes ad 
aman of the greateft knowledge inthis kind of bufinefs. 

The prime minifter difpofed by charaéter to adopt new ideas, 
began to be uneafy on account of the credit of M. Turgot. He 
feized with eagernefs this opportunity of fecuring to himfelf in 
fecret, a man {killed in finance, for the purpofe of oppofing his 
ideas to thofe of M. Turgot. M. Necker applied himfelf im- 
mediately to criticife fecretly the meafures of Turgot, and to dif 
credit them with the public. Pezay, on his part, continually 
teprefented Necker as a tranfcendant genius in the financial 
fyftem ; the table, the genius, the knowledge, and the cath of 
the banker were at his command ; and Madame Necker, by her 
careffes, her officioufnefs, and her flattery, ftrove to render the 


union fill more complete. 
Vol. 45. 3 T The 
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The proud Necker, wrapped up in a great coat, has often 

waited in the back past of the carriage of Pezay, forthe hour of 
the return of the latter from Verfailles. 
- When we confider that the fame man has fo often [poken in 
his writings of the noblenefs of his fentiments, of his contempt 
of intrigue, that has fo often printed thefe words, a man of my 
character; and when we reprefent him concealed in the back 
of Pezay’s carfiage, one would imagine him not the Orgon, but 
Tartuffe himfelf, crouching under the table of Madame Elmire, 
to wait the fuccefs of his vows. 

Pezay having conftantly adhered to his proje&s, found out the 
means, in little more than a year, to have M. Necker named mi- 
nifler of finances, and the Prince de Montbarrey, fecretary of 
war. He reigned in thefe two departments, but he was very far 
from being of any weight. Credit with regard to bim was rie 
diculous. He was dazzled with fuccefs, drunk with favours, 
and his indifcretions at length tired M. de Maurepas. They 
created for him a place of infpe&tor general of the coaft, 
and his annual falary was raifed to fixty thoufand pounds. 

The profpeét of a near difgrace very much affefted him—and 
he diced almoft fuddenly, his heart broken with chagrin, leaving 
a young and interefting widow, to whom they granted a penfion 
of eight thoufand livres. 

Such is the hiltory of a peti¢.maitre, poet, and intriguer, who, 
by underhand manceuvres, placed in adminiftration, a man, who 
has marked the deftiny of France; and it is on this account, that 
it is interefting tomake it known. Auflere Sully ! Virtuous 
Turgot! the Pezay of your times did not determine your ele- 
vation. ; 





Some ACCOUNT ef KLOPSTOCK. 





LOPSTOCK, born at Quidlimbourg, in the principality 

of Hallerftadt, of rather indigent parents, was the Homer 
and the Pindar of Germany. It is not only in his own country 
that Klopfteck is known; -he has filled Europe with his name. 
The mufes were the charm and glory of his life. From his firft 
appearance in the world, his merit was appreciated. ‘The pre« 
fents of the king of Denmark, and the margrave of Baden, put 
him in a condition to live independent, and have no other pur- 
fuit than that to which he was direéted by his genius. Nature 
had endowed him with an eafy and pleafaut difpofition, and an 
unalterable ferenity of mind. He lived in the midit of a fa- 
mily by which he was adored, and with friends who were wore 
thy of hisefleem. His old-age was happy and honoured. He 
preferved to a very advanced period of |ife all the fire of his 
genius. For morethan fifty years, the lyric enthuliafm glowed 
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in his foul with an ardour almoft always equal. At his death 
he preferved the fweet illufions of the poet. In his laft md- 
ments the poetical beings, created by his own imagination, ape 
peared to him. He faw them, and called them by their names. 
He felt himfelf tranfported into a peopled world, embellifhed 
with allthe charms of his fancy. This poetical delirium brings 
to our recolleétion that Rivarol, upon the point of expiring, 
called for fome attic figs and ne&tar. Klopftock terminated his 
mortal career at Hamburgh, in the 79th year of his age, on the 
15th of March, 1803. 

He who is poffeffed only of fortune and power, has, at his 
death, neither friends nor admirers. It is not fo with the man 
of genius. The obfequies of Klopftock were celebrated with 
the greateft poflible pomp. The fenate, the corps diplomatique, ” 
profeffors and founders of fchools, philofophers, and a great 
many other perfons of Hamburg and Altona, accompanied his 
bier. 

The retinue being arrived at the temple, the poem of the Mef- 
fiah was put on Klopftock’s coffin; a crown of laurel was 
placed on the book, which was open, and the’ twelfth canto of 
the work was read. The odes of the poet merited the fame ho- 
nour; for, perhaps, they are his chef-d’auvre. The pifture of 
the transfiguration was exhibited near the bier of Raphael. This 
mode of rendering homage to genius through the medium of its 
grandefl conceptions has been before employed. Archimedes 
wifhed to have his tomb adorned with his moft famous difcovery. 
Bernouilli expreffed the fame defire. The afhes of Klopftock 
were buried, according to his direétions, in the church-yard of 
the village of Otenten, under the thick foliage of a fuperb 
young elm. He repofes under the tree which he had planted 
on the grave of his wife, and under which he had always a melane 
choly fatisfa€tion to go and meditate. 

Klopftock has compofed a number of odes that form two vo- 
lumes in 8vo. Part were publifhed in 1747, and part in 1787, 
They infure immortal glory to their author. This is perhaps the 
molt perfe& of Klopftock’s works. Some of thofe odes have 
been imitated in French. He has dedicated his Meffiah, a 
poem, in twenty cantoes, to his illuftrious patron Frederick the 
Fifth, king of Denmark and Norway. The firft cantoes ap- 
peared in 1749. A few years after the Meffiah was publifhed, 
M. Junker, and M. Anthelmy, profe(for in the military college, 
tranflated the firft fix cantoes into French. It has fince been 
tranflated entire into Englifh, Dutch, Italian, and French, This 
work is rich in fublime conceptions and magnificent images. 
Atter the Paradife Loft, and the Jerufalem Delivered, the Mef- 
fiah is the epic poem among the moderns that has furnifhed 
molt fubjefts tothe painter and the {culptor, for the grand and 


fublime. 
3 T 2 The 











































en NS 


432 THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 


The great merit of Klopftock’s work is the di€tion. He en. 
chants by his noble and energetic ftyle. He charms by the me. 
Jody and harmony of his verfes. But his works refemble thofe 
liquors that lofe their flavour when poured from one veffel into 
another. The beauties cannot be preferved in a tranflation, and 
it is in Germany alone that they can be fufficiently appreciated, 
But though a German alone can be the beft judge of his merits, 
men of letters of all countries will do homage to his talents, and 
proclaim him one of the moft fublime geniufes that the 18th 
century has produced. 





Brief Hiftory of she prefent State of Education in Eng- 


and. 


By J. H. Asrauam, of Sheffield. 


RAMMAR {chools, and the univerfities, being, in a great 
meafure, conneéted with the ftate, claim the firlt attention. 
Grammar {chools are eftablifhed in moft of the principal towns, 
and in fome villages. Moft of thefe inflitutions are endowed, 
for the benefit of a limited number of pupils, either by royal 
munificence, corporations, or by fome other benefaétors. In 
London there are four, Weftminfter, St. Paul’s, Charter-Houfe, 
and Merchant-Taylors. A grammar fchool has generally a 
head-mafter, an under-matter, and fometimes an ufher. The 
boys are clafled according to their proficiency, and are taught 
the Latin, the Greek, and, perhaps, the Hebrew languages. 
The mafters of thefe {cinools, it is evident, muft be men of learn- 
ing, and they are fometimes rewarded for their exertions, in the 
humble, though imporiant office of education, by lucrative 
places in the church. The celebrated Dr. Bufby was made 
mafter of Weftminfler {chool in 1640, and twenty years after, 
prebendary of Weftminfter and treafurer of Wells, which fitu- 
ations he held ’till 1695, when he died. Dr. Vincent alfo has 
Jately been removed trom the chair of Weflminfter {chool to the 
deanery of Weftminfler. Neither the {ciences, nor any of the 
foreign living languages, are taught in grammar fchools except 
by teachers chofen by the head-mafler for that purpofe, whofe 
falaries are not paid out of the endowments, but by the fcho- 
lars. 

Grammar fchools are preparatory to the univerfities. On his 
entry to the univerfity of Oxford, every {cholar is obliged to 
fign the thirty-nine articles ; at Cambridge, he is only required 
to declare himfelf a member of the church of England, but can- 
not take any degree without fubf{cription. According to the fta- 
tutes of the univerfity, a ftudent muft be four years under the 
tuition of his mater, The fons of peers, are, however, ex« 
empted 
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empted from this regulation. The commencement of the fourth 
year warns the ftudent to begin the preparation for his firft degree 
of B.A. Adifputation, in Latin, is the prefcribed exercife at Ox. 
ford, butat Cambridge, examinations in the mathematics, grammar, 
rhetoric, &c. fucceed the difputation, which occupy a few hours 
for three days together. After having obtained his firft degree, the 
ftudent is releafed from attending the inftru€tion of bis mafter, and 
his future progrefs depends on his ownapplication. Some, how- 
ever, after this, leave the univerfity, and only appear at the end 
of each term, to fhew themfelves members. Of thefe terms, 
four are annually kept at Oxford, andthree at Cambridge. Af- 
ter having obtained the degree of B. A. twelve terms, three years 
more are required at Oxford, to become a M. A. and to be re. 
ceived into the academical fenate. L. L. D. requires, at Ox. 
ford, five—M. D. three years more. At Cambridge, one year 
lefs is required. A mafler of arts muft wait feven years before 
he can obtain the degree of B. D. and four more for D. D. 
The ftudents are diftinguifhed by the manter in which they are 
fupported. Thofe who live at their own expence, are called 
commoners—thofe who are upon the foundation, are called fcho- 
lars—and thofe who are maintained by the college where they 
are inftru&ted, are ftyled, at Oxford, fervitors—At Cam. 
bridge, fizars. ‘There are feventeen colleges at Oxford, be- 
fides feveral halls, and fome recent foundations. Cambridge has 
fixteen colleges. 

Locke aad Newton, in philofophy ; Maclaurin and Fergufon, 
in mathematics; Uther and Marfham, in hiftory and chrono. 
logy ; and Grotius on the law of nations, are the flandard au. 
thors at Cambridge. At Oxford, Ariftotle ftill appears to re- 
tain a confiderable authority, for, whoever wifhes to obtain the 
degree of B. A. is to prepare himfelf by exercifes, and the 
difcuffion of logical queftions /ecundum Ariflotelem (cujus fu. 
prema fit audloritas). On the whole, Cambridge feems to be 
the leaft fhackled by bigotted ftatutes. Mr. Vince, Plumian 
profeffor, and Mr. Wood, of St. John’s, undertook, a few years 
back, to publifh a feries of elementary works, comprifing the 
fubftance of the le&tures ufually read at Cambridge, upon mathe. 
matics and natural philofophy. This feries, which was finifhed 
in 1800, confifts of fix volumes. 

The diffenters being excluded from thefe univerfities on ac- 
count of fubfcription to the thirty-nine articles, have eftablifhed 
academies in different parts of the kingdom, for the inftru&tion 
of fuch as are intended for the minifiry. The principal of 
thefe was founded in 1786, at Hackney, and is generally known 
by the name of the New College, Hackney. <A fund has been 
raifed for the fupport of a limited number of pupils, a certain 
number of years. Other young men are admitted and taught at 
the expence of their parents. There was formerly one at War- 
rington, 
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rington, which is now diffolved. At Mafborough, near Rother. 
ham, is one ona lefs fcale. It is required in this laft place, that 
all candidates be affured within themfelves of their call to the 
minifiry before they can be admitted. 

The quakers too, have fchools in London, as well as in the 
country. At Ackworth, they havea very refpeétable {choo}, 
which the late Dr. Fothergil has remembered in his lafl will, and 
conferred upon it confiderable legacies. The buildings are neat 
andconvenient. There are five {chool-mafters, and three {chool. 
miftreffes, fubjeét to an overfeer, who teach about two hundred 
boys and one hundréd and forty girls. Befides which number, 
the children of opulent quakers are taught at the expence of 
their parents. At Clerkenwell they have alfo a well regulated 
fchool and workhoufe. The catholics, the whole number of 
whom, in England, perhaps, does not exceed fixty thoufand, 
have but three fchools of any note; one in Hertfordthire, ano- 
ther at Birmingham, and the third, which is the lJargeft, near 
Wolverhampton, in Staffordfhire. 


—— ee TD 





On Speculation among the Fafhionables. 


To the Epiror of the WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 


Sir, 


O write to the daily newfpapets for the redrefs of the evil 
I haveto complain of, would be like any one benevolent 
member of the houfe of commons bringing in a bill to ptevent 
the landowners from confulting their own intereft, when another 
corn-bill is fuggefted. The nuifance I cotnplain of is beneficial 
to the diurnal prints, and thefe may be faid to have greatly en- 
couraged, if not wholly occafioned it, 1 mean “ the fafhionable 
parties for the week.” I very unfortunately live next door to 
one of thefe “ fathionable ladies,” and therefore am greatly an- 
noyed two nights a week by the company at her routs. This 
lady has two daughters anda niece “ to difpofe of,” and there- 
fore it is effentially neceffary to continue advertifing them "till 
they are taken off her hands. I find this is becomea very com- 
mon, and thought to be a very fair /peculation ! 

I underftand one’of the ladies is on the point of being efpoufed 
by the fon of a baronet, and heir to a very confiderable eftate in 
one of our midland counties. After he had been (for the firft 
time) at the lady’s party, a paragraph appeared in a fafhionable 
print, as follows: “ It is whifpered that the amiable Mifs T ‘ 
the moft accomplifhed of her fex, is about to give her fair hand 
to Mr. , the moft accomplifhed of his. ‘The lady is expe&ed 
to enjoy a confiderable fortune at the death of a very near relae 
tion far advanced in years, andthe gentleman is heir to an _ 
0 ra) 
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of five thoufand a year.”” Now when this interefting couple 
meet again, it is eafy to conceive they look at one another with 
attention: in fhort, like the medecin malgre lui, they became Jo- 
vers whether they would or not be fuch, having been forced, as 
it were, to admire each other, 

Now this is the moft favourable refult of the new kind of 
fpeculation, Many have fet up in it, but have been ruined be- 
fore they could bring it to bear, as the faying is. Mrs. Dath has 

een twice in a{punging-houfe, and once a€tually in the Fleet, 
before fhe made a lucky match for herfelf. If oneinathoufand 
chance to fucceed in this kind of lottery, like the holder of a 
tenor.twenty thouland pound prize, it makes numbers of freth 
adventurers. But, Mr. Editor, the circumftance the moft to be 
complained of, is, that thefe fafhionable parties (mobs I was 
going to-fay, keep the neighbourhood, from the racket of their 
carriages, in a ftate of difturbance half the night of their aflem. 
bling. 

As.to the extravagance of thefe routes, fome people fay the 
expence of them, for the feafon, is to be calculated as exaélly as 
the quantity of carpet meceflary for covering the floor of a 
drawing-room. There muft, however, be fome contingency an. 
yexed to this kind of enterprize, or fo many “ falhionables” 
could not be ruined and imprifoned before they have half tried 
the {cheme. I hope thefe faéts being made public, may _ be the 
means of preventing numbers of trade{men hereafter from com. 
plaining that they have not been able to obtain their harps, their 
piano-fortes, their route-chairs, routeeglaffes, &c. &c. which 
they have lent out forthe evening. 

I am, Sir, your’s, 
A. 

Manchefter-quare, March g, 1805. 














Charaéter of that independent Senator, the late Fohn Scuda- 
more, E/q. 


N the 13th of April, 1805, died, in Conduit-ftreet, Hano- 
ver-{quare, in confequence of an attack of the {pafmodic 

gout in his ftomach, John Scudamore, Efq. of Kentchurch, in 
the county of Hereford, and one of the reprefentatives of the 
city of Hereford inthe prefent and preceding Parliament, hav- 
ing been eleéted inthe year 1796, in the place of his father, who 
dicd a few wecks after he had been returned a fixth time. De. 
fcendéd from a long line of anceftors, who have fucceflively 
fulfilled the moft important provincial offices with integrity and 
honour, this gentlemen did credit to his birth and his connec. 
tions. In public life he was invariably diftinguifhed by a fleady 
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attachment to thofe principles on which the admired conftitution 
of this country was founded at the glorious revolution. He 
fupported no meafure which added to the burthens, or diminifhed 
the liberties, of the people; nor was he deterred by fevere in- 
difpofition trom adding his laft vote, on the 8th of April, 1805, 
in favour of that great and triumphant national caufe—the de- 
te€tion and expofure of the moft flagrant abufes in one of -the 
higheft departments of the flate. His country will long regret, 
that the fevere cold he caught, in returning from the houfe of 
commons, brought on the gout, which terminated his earthly cae 
reer. 

In private life he conciliated the efleem and refpe& of every 
party. His education was claflical, corre&t, and elegant; his 
opinions were Iberal, and free from prejudice; his manners po- 
lifhhed, and highly infinuating. The regrets which will fol- 
low the lofs of fuch a charafter, cannot be confined to the im- 
mediate circle of his own acquaintance; they muft extend to 
all who are competent to appreciate worth, and willing to ac- 
knowledge it. 

He married, May 3, 1797, Lucy, only daughter of the late 
James Walwyn, Efq. M. P. for Hereford, and has lett by her a 
fon and heir, now in the eighth year of his age. His lady died 
in child-bed, February 24, 1798. 

Mr. Scudamore’s mother was the Mifs Weftcomb, whofe in. 
terefting letters form part of the correfpondence of Richardfon, 
lately publifhed by Mrs. Barbauld. 





Method of converting the Fins, Tail, &c. of the Whale 
Fifh into Glue, difcovered by Mr. Robert Raines, of 
Hull. 


HE firft part of this operation confifts in cutting the parts 
to be made ufe of into pieces of about fourteen pounds 
each: thefe are to be put into boiling water, and kept hot for 
twelve hours, to extraét the greafe, and other matter which would 
hinder the converfion of the fubftance into glue. They are 
then to be kept in cold water a confiderable time, taking care that 
the water is changed four times; after which, to aton of filhy 
fubftance, in a fort of bag, add 120 gallons of water, and boil 
them together twelve hours, when the bag is to be taken out, and 
with the remainder twenty pounds of alum areto be mixed, 
while it is fill in the copper. Having now ftcod twelve hours, 
it is to be drawn off into coolers, artd laid out on nets to dry, af« 
ter the manner of common glue. 


9 ANECDOTES 
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ANECDOTES of Sir THOMAS LIGHTON, Bart, 
fe refpeftable perfon, who was a banker, died lately in 


Dublin. He was one of the many inftances “* that ho- 
nefty is the beft policy.” He had been, very early in life, an 
humble trader in the town of Strabane, in the north of Ireland; 
and proving unfuccefsful, he went in fearch of better fortune to 
the Eaft Indies, as a foldier in the Eaft India company’s fervice. 
He was a man of talent and ftrong mind,and rendered himfelf 
extremely ufeful by having, in a very fhort time, acquired a 
complete knowledge of the oriental languages. 

It was his good fortune to be confined in the fame prifon with 
the late General Matthews, who, previous to his unfortunate ca- 
taftrophe, entrufted to. Sir Thomas, then Mr. Lighton’s care, 
jewels and property to an immenfe amount, to be delivered to his 
tamily,if he fhould effect an efcape; and, to infure his zeal and 
punétuality, gave him a confiderable {um as a prefent. He was 
employed as an interpreter fome time after, and took advantage 
of the firft opportunity chat offered to efcape. After afluming 
various difguifes,and encountering many perilous adventures, 
he arrived in London, and, waiting on Mrs. Matthews, delivered 
her hufband’s laft letter and the treafure to her; who rewarded 
him, it is faid, with twenty thoufand pounds. 

He immediately wrote to Ireland, to enquire for a beloved 
wife and child, whom he had left behind him, and fent a fum of 
money to difcharge his debts. His wife, whom he had left 
young, handfome, and unprotected, he found had, by the mot 
refpectable induftry, fupported herfelf and her daughter, who 
was thena very fine girl of ten years of age, and given her an 
education fuperior to her humble means. A very handfome 
houfe was taken at Stephen’s Green, Dublin. The featb elong- 
ging tothe late Lord Chief Baron Fofter, father of the Irifh 
chancellor of the exchequer, near Dublin, was purchafed for 
him, and new carriages built. But he was not happy in an in- 
ative life, and embarked great part of his fortune in a banking- 
houfe, which has been very fuccefsful. 

Lady Lighton, whofe mild and amiable manners endeared 
her to.all ranks, died fome time fince, and left him a numerous 
family. To fupply this lofs a lady of the moft exemplary cha- 
raGter was engaged, on the molt liberal terms, to fuperintend their 
education. Sir Thomas Lighton was a good natured and bene- 
volent man. 


4 QUESTION, by W. Prifh. 
OW much powder will fill the fhell whofe internal dia- 
meter is 10 inches ? 
Anfwer, 
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Anfwer, by E. M.C. near Dorchefter, to F. James's Charade, inferted March 18, 


Ares. is the obje& that you had in view, 
Which had not King Cadmus found out and arrang’d, 
Illiterate we then had remain’d it is true, 

And charades with their anfwers had ne’er been exchang’d. 


We have received fimilar anfwers from G. Hann, of Stoke Abbot; 
A. Kyne, jun. of Dartmouth; Adrianus; T. Wotton, of Newton Bufhel ; 
T. Adey, J. Lewis, and J. B. B. of Poole; T. Gill, officer of excife near 
Wells; and W. Lawrence, of St. Agnes. 








Anfwer, by T. Kite, of Stockland, toG. Hann’s Charade, inferted March 25. 


M* WARDROBE fhould be as a church neat and clean, 
OF frippery devoid, but of elegant mien. 





Anfwer, by W. Mann, of Afkburton, to A. Kyne’s Rebus, inferted March 25. 


pass CULPEPER poffe(s’d a noble mind, 
He labour’d for the good of all mankind ; 
He ftudied herbs, and he their ufes penn’d, 

Nor left ERINGO’s virtues unexplain’d. 


*+# Similar anfwers have been received from G. Hann, jun. of Stoke Ab- 
bot; Adrianus; Cornubia; P. Gove, of Exeter; T. Adey, J. Lewis, and 
J. B. B. of Poole; and T. Gill, officer of excife near Wells. 





A REBUS, by 7. Ciubd, of Everfhot. 


W3 EN (pring refumes its all enliv’ning reign, 
Diffufing grandeur o’er the earth’s wild {cene, 
My firft, ry youths, expound ; 
A female bealt, the emprefs of the wood, 
All but one letter fhould be underftood, 
A female’s title to propound. 





A CHARADE, dy 7. B. Bloomfield, of Poole. 


Liquor, Sirs, you firft muff fhow, 
Which common is, and good you know; 
My next you'll find to be a peck, 
Ingenious bards, thofe parts fele& : 
And when they’re join’d completely right, 
An herb they’!) bring unto your fight. 





A. © 2-2 E% A BE. 


¥% bards, who often in thefe pages write, 
If you my name would with to bring to light, 
A {mall domeftic animal produce ; 
A foreign fruit that yields the richeft juice ; 
A townin Weftmoreland ) ou'll then define ; 
A famous Roman you are next to find; 
Go fearch the woods, for there is to be found, 
A well-known tree ’tis eafy to expound: 
The initials join’d, and plac’d aright, 
My name *twill quickly bring to fight. 
9 POETRY. 
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TO FASHION. 


———Tanta ef querendt cura decoris. 


De of vanity and pride! 
Gay bubble on the eddying tide 
OF ever-fleeting time! 
How oft we view thy fenfelefs zeal, 
O’er every age and {ex prevail, 
And reign in every clime! 


Behold the proud, fantaflic crew 

Thy fteps, with anxious hafte, purfue, 
Aod all thy arts obey ; 

*Till death, relentlefs death appears 

(Unmov'd by penfive forrow’s tears) 
And hurries them away. 


Thus on the cliff’s impending brow, 

Unconfcious of the depth below, 
Some carelefs urchin ftrays, 

To chafe the fummer’s painted fly, 

That fluttering thro’ the azure {ky 
Its gaudy wing difplays. 


IT can but laugh, whene’er I meet, 
Parading thro’ the noify freet 

Thy vain, deluded ferd; 
Poor things! 1 pity much their cafe, 
Who fligmatize the human race 

By follies fo abfurd. 


Thro’ navy, army, phyfic, law, 
Sons of the need/e, and the faw, 
And every trade befide; 
I bluth to fee how great thy fway ! 
What numbers foolithly obey 
The di€tates of thy pride. 


Then let the rabble-rout proceed, 

And ftill thy mazy circle tread, 
And praife thee as divine: 

But as the varying feafons roll, 

May humble virtue charm my foul, 
And common fenfe be mine! 
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IFE-GLOWING feafon! odour-breathing {pring} 
Deck’d in cerulean fplendours, vivid, warm, 


Shedding 

















Shedding foft luflre on the rofy hours, 

And calling forth their beauties! Balmy fpring ! 
To thee the vegetating world begins 

To pay frefh homage. Ev’ry fouthern gale 
Whifpers thy coming ; every tepid fhow’r 
Revivifies thy charms. The mountain breeze 
Wafts th’ etherial effence to the vale, 

While the low vale returns its fragrant hoard 
With ten-fold fweetnefs, When the dawn unfolds 
Its purple {plendours ’mid the dappled clouds, 
Thy influence cheers the fou). When noon uplifts 
Its burning canopy, {preading the plain 

Ot heav’n’s own radiance with one vait of light, 
Thou {mil’f{ triumphant! Ev’ry little flow’r 
Seems to exult in thee, delicious {pring ! 
Lexuriant nurfe of nature! By the ftream 

That winds its (witts courfe down the mountain’s fide, 
Thy progeny are feen—y oung primrofes, 

And all the varying buds of wildeft birth, 

Dotting the green flope gaily. On the thorn, 
Which arms tne hedge-row, the young birds invite 
With merry minflrelfy, fhrilly and maz’d 

With winding cadences, now quick, now funk, 

In the low twitter’d fong. The ev’ning tky 
Reddens the diflant main; catching the {ar}, 
Which flowly leflens, and with crimfon hue 
Varying the fea-green wave ; while the young moon, 
Scarce vilible amid the warmer tints 

Of weflern {plendours, flowly lifts her brow, 
Modell and icy-lufired! O’er the plain 

The light dews rife, {prinkling the thiltle’s head, 
And hanging its clear drops on the wild wafte 

Of broomy fragrance. Seafon of delight! 

Thou foul expanding pow’s! whofe wondrous glow 
Can bid all nature fmile! Ah! why to me 

Come unregarded, undelighting ftill 

This ever-mourning bofom? So I’ve feen 

The (weeteft flow’rets bind the icy urn, 

The brighteft {un-beams glitter on the grave, 

And the foft zephyrs kifs the troublous main 
With whifper’d murmurs. Yes, to me, O {pring ! 
Thou com’ft unwe!lcom’d by a {mile of joy ; 

To me, flow with’ring to that filent grave 

Where all is blank and dreary; yet once more 
The fpring eternal of the foul fhall dawn, 
Unvifited by clouds, by florms, by change, 
Radiant and unexhaufted! Then, ye buds, 

Ye plumy minftrels, and ye balmy gales, 

Adorn your little hour, and give your joys 

To biels the fond world-loving traveller, 

Who, {miling, meafures the long flowery path 
That leads to death! for to fuch wanderers 

Life is a bufy, pleafing, cheerful dream, 

And the laft hour unwelcome—not to me, 
Ol not to me flern death! art thou a foe, 
Thou art the welcome meflenger, which brings 
A patfport—to a bleft and long repofe! 
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RBANITY and battle !—manners [mooth _ 
Aad ruffian aftions !—thorns that deeply pierce 
And beautifully flower !—loft courtly camps, 


That kill and {mile, and {mile and kill again! 
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